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officers I met that English is now the most popular foreign
language. There are courses preparatory for the university and
higher technical institutes.
Every soldier is encouraged to write, first for the wall-news-
paper and then for the Press. This forms excellent experience
in writing, and stimulates reading. A considerable number of
men on leaving the army enter the literary field. The army has
its own newspapers, journals, and its own authors. All other
forms of art expression are encouraged—music, drama, pictorial
art, and dancing. The army orchestras are some of the finest in
the Union. When, at the end of his training (the vast majority
of the conscripts are peasants), the soldier returns to his village,
he becomes a potent educational factor among the peasants.
Some of the finest clubs in the U.S.S.R. belong to the Red
Army. Let me describe the one in Kharkov where I spent some
time. On one occasion I visited the club on the weekly holiday.
The building is new, in the best modern Kharkov style. All the
rooms are large, lofty, and well lighted. The theatre stands out
by its beauty of design and its very fine lighting. I sat through
part of a play which was being given by a visiting company
from Leningrad. It was a comedy, and excellent fun. Almost as
attractive as the theatre is the children's section: a large play-
room, gaily decorated with flowers, plants, an aquarium, and
educational toys which should satisfy any child. There is a rest-
room where the children sleep after dinner, which is supplied to
them, and the usual washing arrangements of the best nursery-
infant schools, with towel, toothbrush, etc., for each child.
Besides the theatre there is a fine concert hall, also used for
lectures, in which a concert was being given at the time of my
visit. The leader of the concert party was (for the U.S.S.R.) an
elderly man. In an amusing poem he introduced the various
artistes. For himself he apologised. He was not the type that
could perform heroic deeds on the industrial or agricultural front.
To him fell the lot to entertain, to amuse, to enable the builders
of Socialism to spend their leisure fruitfully. Would the audi-
ence deny that he too, in his way, was helping to build Socialism?

